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GERALDTON AND MID WEST, TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 

14. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 

Has the Government made any further progress in ending the long wait by Geraldton and the mid west for 
necessary transport infrastructure to boost the region’s economy? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton, a firm supporter of the development of transport infrastructure in the region.  I 
add that the member for Greenough has also been a very reasonable voice that has argued very strongly for 
important transport infrastructure in the mid west.  The Leader of the Opposition, as we know, has taken the 
opposite stance and has opposed and criticised our plans for developing the port of Geraldton and attracting 
important resource projects.  I am very pleased to be able to report to the House that during the break we were 
able to finalise the Geraldton port enhancement project. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I notice that the Leader of the National Party wants to get in on the action.  The 
National Party has always been a supporter of this project.  It wanted the port deepened.  Unfortunately, there 
was a National Party port - the port of Geraldton - and a Liberal Party port, for which the charge was led by the 
Leader of the Opposition, who did not want the port of Geraldton but wanted his port at Oakajee.  Of course, we 
know that for eight years the development of the mid west was put on hold by the Leader of the Opposition 
when, as Minister for Resources Development, he prosecuted the dream that was basically nothing more than a 
fantasy and that, for the development of Geraldton, was a nightmare. 

We have been able to deliver the port enhancement project.  Not only that, we have been able to tie it in with the 
development of an iron ore export program through the port of Geraldton.  We now have a take-and-pay contract 
with Mt Gibson Pty Ltd which will guarantee exports through that port.  That is backed by a bank guarantee.  We 
clearly have a project with economic credibility that really does give substance to the port enhancement project. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the National Party! 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I want to give a couple more bits of good news to the Leader of the National Party.  
We have developed, and by mid next year will have completed, the Mt Magnet-Leinster Road, which will enable 
the northern goldfields to be serviced through Geraldton.  We are also in the process of developing the southern 
transport corridor.  This is a bonanza of development for the mid west.  The people of Geraldton recognise that 
their futures were put on hold by the man who is now the Leader of the Opposition.  We now have a Labor 
Government, and mid west development is moving forward. 
 


